
September 20, 2026: 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

~~ GATHERING BEFORE GOD ~~ 

GREETINGS ~ ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ JOYS ~ CONCERNS 
~ GOD MOMENTS ~ 

 HYMN “Morning Has Broken”  UMH #145 
The Light of Christ Enters  

OPENING BREATH PRAYER (unison) by Lisa Hancock 
Breathe in: We are God’s people;  
Breathe out: together, we press on.  
Repeat above lines twice more, then: Amen. 

~~ PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD ~~ 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Exodus 16:2-15 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 UMH # 

CHORAL HYMN “Lift Every Voice and Sing”  UMH #519 

EPISTLE LESSON: Philippians 1:21-30 

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 20:1-16 

INTERACTIVE/CHILDREN’S TIME  

 HYMN “O Jesus, I Have Promised" UMH #396 

MESSAGE “Striving Side by Side” 

~~ RESPONDING IN THE SPIRIT ~~ 

A STATEMENT OF FAITH OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF 
CANADA UMH #883 

PRESENTATION OF OFFERING 
 Doxology UMH #95 

OFFERTORY / PASTORAL PRAYER  
THE LORD’S PRAYER UMH #895 
“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 

~~ SENDING FORTH ~~ 

 HYMN “They'll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”
 TFWS #2223 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LD1_CPqJusg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xesudstGPlA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3qP--4bQWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P47crdQPrWc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vIOBlGh8BDU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsKBzwhgiW8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsKBzwhgiW8


The Light of Christ Leads Us into the World 

 BENEDICTION 

 Postlude “Go Forth for God” UMH #670 

 Standing as you are able to the glory of God  

Lectionary for Sept 27, 2026 (18th Sun after Pentecost):  
Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16; Philippians 2:1-13;  
Matthew 21:23-32 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship. 
 

~~ ANNOUNCEMENTS ~~ 

TODAY:  

8:15(ish) Georgetown UMC Administrative Board 

  9:00 am Worship – Georgetown UMC 

10:30 am Worship – South Otselic UMC 

11:45(ish) South Otselic UMC SPPRC meeting 

  3:00 pm Weekly Worship – Oxford Veterans Home 
 

WEEKLY / BIWEEKLY / MONTHLY: 
† Pastor in the office – Wed 11 am to 2 pm, Thurs 1-4 pm  
† Administrative Board – Georgetown, 3rd Sunday 8:15 am;  

South Otselic, 4th Sunday 11:45(ish) am  
† Food Pantry – 3rd Thursday each month 3-6 pm  

Special requests call Kevin Grewe 607-337-8941 
† Sunshine Shop Thu & Fri 10-4; Sat 9-noon 

– Next open Sep 17-19, Oct 1-3, Oct 15-17 
– For emergency clothing, call 315-653-7490.  

† Community Lunch – 1st & 3rd Thursdays, noon, South 
Otselic UMC; next dates Oct 1, Oct 15 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
† Laity Sunday – October 18 
† Trunk or Treat – TBD 
† Daylight Savings ENDS – November 1, 2 am 
† Charge Conference – Nov 1, 7 pm, Norwich (Broad St) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWMMSpMe1Ao


PRAYER LIST: (Short Term): 
From 9/13 – Travis Sheldon, school staff/students/families 
From 9/6 – Lonnie Hakes, Neda & Frank Kay, Carrie Perry 
From 8/31 – Adrian Spear, college students/parents/faculty, 
Nepal avalanche/flood victims 
From 8/23 – family of Lenora Hite  
 

(Long Term): Jonna Bartlett, Richard Bishop, David Boyer, 
Ron Colasudo, Kaity Davis, Doug Evans, Linda Excell, Ted 
Gargas, Kevin Grewe, Roger Hakes, Chuck Hathaway, Fran 
Knickerbocker, Patti Lamandia, Diane MacGregor, 
Cassandra & Christopher Marquard, Chris Marquard, 
Maverick Mesko, Aaron Miller, Phil Mudge, Mitch Mullenax, 
Jenny Naber, Elaine Perkins, John & Carole Roalef, Kate 
Robinson, Justin Sheldon, Matt & Annette Sheldon, Cathy 
Silver, Jim Slocum, Harvey Stalker, Normajean Stark, 
Kenneth Sullivan, Angela (Graves) Szlamczynski, David 
Wentworth  
 

Travel mercies for family and friends 
Our men and women in the military  
World leaders, our country, & the need for peace 
 

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS:   
September: 20-Cal Hite; 24-Elva White; 25-Heidi Newton 
October: 7-Laura Davis, Denise Gavin, Emily Spear;  

23-Trevor Newton; 28-Madelynne Newton 
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Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 NRSVue 
1 O give thanks to the Lord; call on his name;  

make known his deeds among the peoples. 
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him;  

tell of all his wonderful works. 
3 Glory in his holy name;  

let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
4 Seek the LORD and his strength;  

seek his presence continually. 
5 Remember the wonderful works he has done,  

his miracles and the judgments he has uttered, 
6 O offspring of his servant Abraham,  

children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 
37 Then he brought Israel out with silver and gold,  

and there was no one among their tribes who stumbled. 
38 Egypt was glad when they departed,  

for dread of them had fallen upon it. 
39 He spread a cloud for a covering,  

and fire to give light by night. 
40 They asked, and he brought quails  

and gave them food from heaven in abundance. 
41 He opened the rock, and water gushed out;  

it flowed through the desert like a river. 
42 For he remembered his holy promise  

and Abraham, his servant. 
43 So he brought his people out with joy,  

his chosen ones with singing. 
44 He gave them the lands of the nations, and they took 

possession of the wealth of the peoples, 
45 that they might keep his statutes and observe his 

laws. Praise the LORD! 
 

  



Exodus 16:2-15 NRSVue 
2 The whole congregation of the Israelites complained 

against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness.  
3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the 

hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 
pots of meat and ate our fill of bread, for you have brought 
us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with 
hunger.” 

4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain 
bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go 
out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test 
them, whether they will follow my instruction or not.  

5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring 
in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.”  

6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the 
evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt,  

7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, 
because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. 
For what are we, that you complain against us?”  

8 And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you meat to 
eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, 
because the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter 
against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against 
us but against the Lord.” 

9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole 
congregation of the Israelites: ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he 
has heard your complaining.’ ”  

10 And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the 
Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory 
of the Lord appeared in the cloud.  

11 The Lord spoke to Moses,  
12 “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to 

them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you 
shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am 
the Lord your God.’ ” 

13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp, 
and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the 



camp.  
14 When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of 

the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on 
the ground.  

15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, 
“What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said 
to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat. 
 
 

Philippians 1:21-30 NRSVue 
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain.  
22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for 

me, yet I cannot say which I will choose.  
23 I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to 

depart and be with Christ, for that is far better,  
24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you.  
25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain 

and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith,  
26 so that, by my presence again with you, your boast 

might abound in Christ Jesus because of me. 
27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of 

Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent 
and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in 
one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of 
the gospel  

28 and in no way frightened by those opposing you. For 
them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your 
salvation. And this is God’s doing.  

29 For he has graciously granted you the privilege not 
only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well,  

30 since you are having the same struggle that you saw I 
had and now hear that I still have. 
 

  



Matthew 20:1-16  NRSVue 
1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who 

went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his 
vineyard.  

2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the 
day, he sent them into his vineyard.  

3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace,  

4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, 
and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went.  

5 When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same.  

6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others 
standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing 
here idle all day?’  

7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He 
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’  

8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said 
to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, 
beginning with the last and then going to the first.’  

9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of 
them received a denarius.  

10 Now when the first came, they thought they would 
receive more; but each of them also received a denarius.  

11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner,  

12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of 
the day and the scorching heat.’  

13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you 
no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius?  

14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to 
this last the same as I give to you.  

15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’  

16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 


